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make the necessity more widely perceived, and the benefits at
once more extensive and more appreciated. When the sources
of pauperism, of disease, and of crime are dried up, and the
societies stand still for want of work, they may begin to fear
a prospective deficiency of support, and discourage the forma-
tion of kindred associations. That is not our present state;
looking forward into the future, we see no shadow of its

approach.

AN OUTRAGE EXPIATED.

WE receive with pleasure documents from Naples, which
announce that fitting reparation has been made to Dr. J. R.
Wolfe, the correspondent of THE LANCET with the army of
Garibaldi, for the infamous charges which were alleged against
him by Signor Mario, and the serious annoyances to which he
was in consequence subjected.
The Nazionale inserted a translation of our comments upon

that scandalous outbreak of malice and fear against a man who
boldly told the unpalatable truth, to the great benefit of the
sick, and the great disgust of the administrators of the hos-
pitals. In reply to that article, the N azionale publishes an
article, making the fitting apologies in a " semi-official commu-
nication." " From that long article, recapitulating the good
.services, and regretting the temporary ill- requital, of Dr. Wolfe,
we extract a few paragraphs :-

" Profoundly as we sympathize with the reclamations of our
English contemporaries, we object to its being styled a ’Nea-
politan outrage’ (olt2-aggio Napolitano). God knows how many
Bins of our own we have to bear, so that we cannot afford to be
made responsible for the iniquities of a Mazzinian sect which
we repudiate. From evidences we have in hand, the case ap-
pears to be as follows :-
We have examined all the certificates bearing upon the

charge of Signor Alberto Mario, -ahich establish beyond doubt,
amongst other things- .

" 1. That Dr. Wolfe had not only been introduced to General
Garibaldi as the correspondent of the Ladies’ Committee, but
that all his letters were submitted to the meeting, and the
most important portions were published in the M07"Jzing Post.

"2. Colonel Trecchi (the Commandant of Garibaldi’s staff),
Colonel Bardane, and Major Vecchy (aides-de-camp of Gari-
baldi) certify that the General presented Dr. Wolfe, and re-
commended him as the sanitary officer of the staff, and that he
made the whole campaign in that capacity, curing the sick and
wounded officers ; and General Cosenz certifies that he gave
him commission to inspect and report upon the state of the
military hospitals.

" 3. With reference to the cargo of the Sydney Hall : it was
duly received by Bertani’s committee, and transmitted to

Sicily on the 18th of August by the steam-ship Independenza.
Eight of these boxes afterwards reached the hospitals of Naples,
and five others were emploved in the ambulanza of Milazzo;
the rest are in other of the military dep&Ocirc;ts. Dr. Wolfe had
never the least control over these goods from the moment that
he consigned the bill of lading to Bertani.

" We need not assure the English public that Garibaldi had
no part in that affair; his heart will be grieved when he hears
the true statement of the case; and we trust that both Gari-
baldi and his representatives here will afford Dr. Wolfe full
reparation, who not only wrought, but also suffered, in the

good cause of our Italian liberty.
" We might insert here various documents highly honourable

to Dr. Wolfe, but it is sufficient to adduce one from Garibaldi
himself :-

" ’ Beggio, Calabria, August 21st, 1860.

, 

"  Dr. Wolfe is authorized to enter the military hospitals,
and to cure the wounded. Italy owes acknowledgment to this
illustrious English patriot for his generous devotion to our
sufferers. 

____ 

G. GPIBdLDI. "’

THE BLUE EYE.

THE poetical and picturesque beauties of colour lose nothing
of their interest from the investigations of science into their
nature and cause. These researches only develop fresh sources
of interest, and increase the reasons for admiration. In a
recent lecture, Professor Tyndall digressed from the imme.

diate subject of Alpine Phenomena, which he was considering,
to refer to some instances of the action of light derived from
the study of the colour of a blue eye, which was illustrated by
reference to the colour of the heavens.
The gorgeous crimson of the western heavens and azure blue

of the summer midday sky have been the subject of the re-

searches of Newton, of Goethe, of Clausius, and Bruoke. The
blue of the firmament is due to reflected light, and the morning
and evening red to transmitted light. The probable action of
particles suspended in the atmosphere is illustrated by an ex-
periment of Bruoke. A solution of mastic in alcohol being
dropped into water, the resin is precipitated. Light reflected
by liquid containing these particles appears blue, whilst trans-
mitted light appears yellow, and on increasing the precipitate
deepens to orange, and finally becomes blood-red. Professor
Forbes has made the interesting observation that steam at a
certain stage of condensation is blue by reflected, and red by
transmitted light. The same action is seen in the blue eye, in
the colour of milk, and the juices of many plants.

THE ADULTERATION ACT.
THE St. Giles’s District Board of Works is desirous of giving

effect to this Act. It advertises for an analyst who will be
content with the fees specified in the Act. These fees range
from half-a-crown to ten shillings-sums which, in many cases,
are quite inadequate to pay for the cost of materials required
for the analyses. Professional time, skill, and responsibility
are overlooked as of no consideration. The public virtue of
the St. Giles’s Board is great and commendable, but its too
rigorous economy will, it is to be feared, neutralize its public
virtue. The terms offered can hardly command anything

better than an adulterated analyst.
SPECIAL HOSPITALS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-A little misapprehension seems to exist in the minds
of some as to the design and scope of a protest mainly directed
against a small institution advertised as an " Hospital for
Stone"-a protest which is well known to be more largely and
unanimously signed by the leading members of the profession
than any expression of opinion ever publicly emanating from
them before.
To judge, not so much from the letter of Mr. Ikin (in THE

LANCET of Dec. 22nd), with whose observations I quite agree,
but from occasional remarks in other quarters, there are many
persons who regard that protest as a movement against all
special hospitals. Such a belief, however, is directly opposed
to the construction and obvious intention of the document
itself. So far from expressing antagonism to special hospitals,
as such, the document carefully states, " that much detriment
to the public and to the medical profession arises from the
modern practice of opening small institutions, under the name
of hospitals, for particular forms of disease, in the treatment of
which no other mce7augement, appliance, 01’ attention is required
than is already supplied in the existing genet al hospitals."
The italics are obviously designed to show that there are

marked exceptions, which probably it was considered by the
authors unnecessary to indicate, although there was one insti-
tution about which there could be no hesitation or difference
of opinion, and which they therefore did not fail to particularize
- viz., the Hospital for Stone and Urinary Diseases.

I do not hesitate to believe that the great majority of those
who concurred in that protest intended especially to exempt
several hospitals devoted to certain forms of disease: those for
women, for example; those, perhaps, for eye diseases, for con.
sumption, for children; those for lunatics certainly, and pro-
bably others. It appears to me that in these institutions other

" management, appliances, and attention are required than
those already supplied in the existing general hospitals."
Whether these latter will in future make special arrangements
to supply the want, or might do so with advantage, is another
question. At present they do not generally do so; but that
they might so arrange in most cases, and with benefit to their
medical schools, is, I think, incontestable.

It is quite clear that the main, almost the sole, intention of
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that protest was to express a strong opinion as to the absolute
non-existence of grounds for establishing an Hospital for Stone,
and that any attempt to enlist for the promoters of that scheme
the sympathy and co-operation of existing supporters of our
really deserving special hospitals, by leading those gentlemen
to suppose that they were included in the same category, is
wholly unwarranted by the terms of the protest in question.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Dec. 1860. 

________________ 

F.R.C.S.

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

I MENTIONED, some few weeks back, that M. Hatin (a lead-
ing Paris obstetrician) had very warmly urged upon the atten-
tion of the Academy of Medicine the propriety of suggesting
some modification in the existing regulations regarding the
performance of the Caesarean operation, and had pointed out
that the uterine section, in order to be of service to the child,
should be undertaken early, and not delayed, as enacted by
the present forensic statute, until twenty-four hours after the
death of the mother. A case, in which the positive advan-
tages of early surgical interference are clearly illustrated,
occurred three weeks ago in the service of M. Boucher. A
female, aged thirty-three, was admitted into the hospital St.
Antoine, under the care of this practitioner. She presented all
the signs of phthisis, and was, moreover, in the eighth month
of her third pregnancy. In addition to the ordinary consump-
tive symptoms, there existed a grave complication&mdash;&oelig;dema of
the larynx, with the characteristic hoarse, stifled, spasmodic
cough, and dyspn&oelig;a. By the lst of December, a week after
the patient’s entry, the attacks of snffocation, always nocturnal
and of a periodical character, had increased in intensity to such
an extent that death from asphyxia was on more than one
occasion apprehended, and tracheotomy proposed, but, on re-
consideration, deemed inadmissible, in consequence of the ex-
tensive pulmonary disorganization. Nevertheless, a fatal ter-
mination being considered as inevitable and impending, the
house-surgeon was desired by M. Boucher to be prepared to
perform the Caesarean section for the preservation of the child
in the event of the mother succumbing during his absence.
Within forty-eight hours after the receipt of this order, the
interne was summoned to the poor woman’s bed-side, and found
that life was already extinct. Hysterotomy was immediately
resorted to, and within two minutes and a half of the time of
the mother’s death, a puny, ill-developed infant, of the female
sex, and apparently of not more than seven months and a
half, was withdrawn from the uterine cavity. Although up to
the last day of the patient’s life the movement of the child and
the beating of the fcetal heart had been distinctly felt, neither
the latter nor the umbilical cord gave any evidence of pulsa-
tion ; the contact of the external air failed to excite the respi-
ratory function, and the usual taxis of frictions and slapping
were not more successful. No laryugeal tube being at hand,
the interne had recourse to insufflation, mouth to mouth, and
in ten minutes, under the combined influence of this and other
means, amongst which the mustard bath was the most effi-

cacious, the child began to move, breathe, and at length to cry.
As soon as the movements of the heart were satisfactorily re-
established, the section of the cord was effected, and ere long
the infant took the breast of a wet nurse without difficulty,
sarviving twenty-one days, at the end of which time it suc-
cumbed during an attack of muguet (ulcerous stomatitis). The

complete success (in as far as the post-mortem Caesarean section
is concerned) of such an operation as the foregoing, is quite
sufficient to warrant M. Hatin’s perseverance in his exertions
to procure the revocation of the existing legal regulations in
connexion with the subject.
An interesting memoir has been forwarded to the Academy

of Sciences, by Dr. Guggenb&uuml;hl, detailing several curious par-
ticulars relating to cretinism, and descriptive of the successful
results obtained in the majority of cases at the Abendberg.
According to the observations’of the author, who is, perhaps,
the greatest existing authority on the subject, the debased
mental and physical condition, termed cretinism, consists in
an affection of the cerebro-spinal system, attended by certain
pathological changes, of various types, which produce irregular
and defective development of the body, and obtuseness of the
special senses or general intellectual faculties. The most fre-

quently present of these pathological changes is cerebral &oelig;dema
- a condition generally accompanied by the dilatation of the

lateral ventricles by serous fluid, and, at a more advanced
period, by softening of the convolutions. Up to the present
moment microscopical examination has failed to detect any
morbid modification or conversion of the brain tissues. Whilst.
on the one hand, cedema of the cerebrum ia the general rule,
imperfect development of the brain, almost amounting to

atrophy, is, on the other hand, occasionally, though rarely,
noticed ; also, and diminishing in the scale of frequency, hyper-
trophy of the cerebral structures, and even induration, have
been remarked, but quite as exceptions to the generality of the
rule. Although the pathognomonic symptom of cretinism is a
general stupor of all the functions presided over by the
cerebrum, nevertheless some isolated faculties are occasion-
ally found to be well developed; and amongst the patients
at the Abendberg are to be found some who possess astonish-
ing powers of memory, or talent for music and drawing.
The hereditary tendency to cretinism, although maintained by
some observers, is denied by Dr. Guggenbubl, whose experience
tends directly to prove that this morbid condition is exclu-

sively a local phenomenon, fostered by the agency of certain
exciting local causes; these causes affecting the constitution
most powerfully during the first three years of life, and prin-
cipally during the period of the first dentition; and producing
at the same time hydrocephalus, rickets, or other scrofulous
manifestations. The principle of the treatment which has
proved so satisfactory at the Abendberg institution in the cure
of this nervous cachexy is that of fortifying and educating the
physical faculties before undertaking the mental training. Ex-

perience has taught that the corpus san2tm must be a precursor
of the mens sana, and nowhere better than in the case of the
cretins has the old adage been verified. For this purpose,
tepid aromatic baths, shampooing, cod-liver oil, iodide of iron,
electrization, nutritious diet, and plenty of exercise in a healthy
atmosphere, have been employed, and with the best results.
The asylum for cretins should at one and the same time be an
hospital and a school; workshops, agricultural pursuits, all
should be included in the treatment, and each patient should
be allowed to select a pursuit or a trade. So successful has
this system proved, that its originator mentions that in all the
cases committed to his care during the first six years of life he
has been able to effect more or less complete cures, excepting
those in which convulsions, always a grave complication in this
malady, were present.
M. Demarquay, surgeon of the Municipal Maison de Sante,

has lately made some experiments (more vivisections, alas !) in
order to test the effects of the strangulation of a portion of
intestine, by ligature, upon the natural temperature of the
body. Out of eleven dogs in which various portions of the
intestinal tube were thus strangulated, the normal temperature
in seven was considerably lowered, and in four it was slightly
increased, by the application of the ligature. When a portion
of the bowel high up was strangulated, the decrease in heat
was found to be more marked than when a coil of intestine in
the vicinity of its terminal extremity was operated on. I have
thus briefly referred to M. Demarquay’s investigations, from
the fact that the result might possibly aid in the localization
of an obscure hernia or intussusception. If the collapse were
extreme and the animal temperature unusually depressed, the
strangulation might be traced to the duodenum or jejunum.
A report is current in well-informed medical circles that the

creation of a new Chair of Pathology, to embrace the subject
of Syphilis, is contemplated, with a view of course to the con-tinuance of M. Ricord’s invaluable clinical teaching. As, how-
ever, a proposition to the Government for the endowment of
such a Professorship must necessarily emanate from the mem-
bers of the Faculty in the first place, and as the feeling of this
learned body towards M. Ricord is well known to be anything
but amicable, the rumour appears improbable; and I give it
to you, consequently, rather as gossip than news.
No less than two courses of lectures are going on at the

present moment on the subject of Laryngoscopy : one given by
Dr. Mandl at the Ecole Pratique, and forming part of his

. course on Lung Affections; the other exclusively on Maladies
of the Larynx, by Dr. Moura, at a private amphitheatre in the
Rue Larrey. We may expect shortly to have more light

, thrown upon that mysterious group of diseases huddled together
under the title of " aphonia," and anticipate that as much pro-
L greas will he made in the knowledge of laryngeal affections as

i I has of late been effected in those of the eye or ear.’ M. Masson, Professor of Physics at the Louis le Grand Col-
i lege, and an agr&eacute;g&eacute; of the Faculty of Sciences, has recently
. died, at the age of fifty-four. He was one of the first to pro-
c pose the application of electricity to the treatment of disease,

and invented one of the most ingenious of all the medico-


